
www.stephensoncountyfair.org

July 22-26, 2025
2250 S Walnut Road

Freeport, IL
Phone: 815-235-2918

Email: info@stephensoncountyfair.org

Vendor & Concessions
Information

Admission Details
FREE GRANDSTANDS!
$10 Daily Admission
$3 Throwback Thursday
$20 Exhibitor Tickets
$35 Season Pass

Read and Sign Contract

Provide Certificate of Insurance

Pay the 50% deposit

Provide logo, pictures or artwork

Final menu and pictures for promotions

Pick up vendor packet

Read over the vendor packet again to be prepared

Read over the vendor packet and ask questions if needed

quick check list

Pay the final payment

8am-10am:  Vendor Office Hours
This is the time set aside to address any needs that you have.

8:30-10pm: Gate Hours
Deliveries must arrive outside of these hours or else admission will be charged or a day pass
needed for entry

11am-9pm: Vendor Hours
We expect that your booth be open and ready for business by 11am

10am-12pm Sensory Hours
We ask that you keep your noise and music down for those who are visiting the fair for a quiet
experience

Carnival Hours
5pm-close Tuesday-Friday
1pm-close Saturday
5-9pm Wristbands, Tues & Thur  
1-5 Sat, Wristbands 

Hours To Note During the Fair

Parking Details Parking is free, but requires a parking pass to be displayed in your window.
Enter through the South Gate and park in the Commercial lot.

Vendor Services
Plumbing, Brinkmeier Plumbing,  (815) 443-2323
Septic Dumping, Freeport Septic (815) 443-2323
Electric, Bordner, (815) 275-2836
Fuel/Propane, Stephenson Service Company (815) 235-7400
Grease Disposal, onsite
First Aid, onsite
Security, onsite
Ice, onsite.  Contact the office for the number to order ice and have it delivered to your site.

https://www.google.com/search?q=brinkmeier+plumbing&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS973US973&oq=brinkmeier&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyCQgCEEUYORiABDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIHCAUQABiABDIGCAYQABgeMgYIBxAAGB4yBggIEAAYHjIGCAkQABge0gEIMjM5M2owajmoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.google.com/search?q=brinkmeier+plumbing&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS973US973&oq=brinkmeier&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyCQgCEEUYORiABDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIHCAUQABiABDIGCAYQABgeMgYIBxAAGB4yBggIEAAYHjIGCAkQABge0gEIMjM5M2owajmoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.google.com/search?q=stephenson+service+company&sca_esv=596971449&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS973US973&sxsrf=ACQVn09tvJEx3MDEabBgWwPwPHxlSfHw-g%3A1704830048998&ei=YKSdZeXDPPGX5OMPp_qHmA4&ved=0ahUKEwjl8-PritGDAxXxC3kGHSf9AeMQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=stephenson+service+company&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiGnN0ZXBoZW5zb24gc2VydmljZSBjb21wYW55MgUQABiABDIQEC4YgAQYFBiHAhjHARivATILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwEyCxAuGIAEGMcBGK8BMg4QLhiABBjHARivARiOBTIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yAhAmMgIQJjICECZIzjNQlApYhTJwB3gAkAEAmAG0AaAByhuqAQQxLjI4uAEDyAEA-&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&lqi=ChpzdGVwaGVuc29uIHNlcnZpY2UgY29tcGFueSIDiAEBSLrXlu_xgICACFoyEAAQARACGAAYARgCIhpzdGVwaGVuc29uIHNlcnZpY2UgY29tcGFueSoICAIQABABEAKSARhhZ3JpY3VsdHVyYWxfY29vcGVyYXRpdmWqAUMQATIfEAEiG3_OFBKi_JfpuuriAX1L-NNAbWxtj53hXadPPjIeEAIiGnN0ZXBoZW5zb24gc2VydmljZSBjb21wYW554AEA#


Vendor Deadlines

Vendor packet pick up and set up (Use South Gate):

Sunday, July 20 12pm-6pm

Monday, July 21 8am-6pm

Note, if you are a on-day vendor, please arrive between 7-10am on your

assigned day to set up.

Vendor Tear Down

Saturday, July 26 10pm-Midnight

(Indoor vendors tear down at 9pm)

Sunday, July 27 8am-4pm

ABSOLUTELY NO vehicles permitted to drive up to the building doors on
Saturday evening during tear-down.

February 

March

April

May

June

July

Vendor application opens online at stephensoncountyfair.org/vendors on Feb 1
Renewal letters sent to qualifying vendors on Feb 3

Vendor renewal forms due back by April 1
This includes contract and final payment

Vendor applications will be open for all

Certificate of liability insurance is due to the office no later than May 1st

Unique Food Contest deadline to be included in promotional materials, June 1st
Description & Picture
Email logo & product photos by June 15th for general advertising

Area Amenities
Pets: Let Fido run free at the Meadows Dog Park, located 1.3 miles away, brought to you by Pet
Supplies Plus.
Dental: Dental Connections: (815) 233-1215
Gym: Lifestyle Fitness: (815) 233-2292
Walmart: 2545 IL-26, Freeport
Hardware: Blain’s Farm & Fleet 1755 S West Ave, Freeport and Menards 2755 IL-26, Freeport
Laundry& Dry Cleaning: Sanitary Cleaners (815) 232-5115
Mechanic: Baumgartner Automotive (815) 233-9000
Tires: FS Corp Tire (815) 369-2790
Urgent Care: Physician Immediate Care (815) 986-4200
Fire Department: (815) 235-8217
Police, Non Emergency: (815) 235-8222

https://www.google.com/search?q=dry+cleaning+freeport%2C+il&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS973US973&oq=dry+cleaning+freeport%2C+il&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMggIAxAAGBYYHjINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAUQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAYQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAcQABiGAxiABBiKBdIBCDM4MTRqMWo5qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.google.com/search?q=Baumgartner+Automotive%2C+LLC&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS973US973&oq=Baumgartner+Automotive%2C+LLC&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIOCAEQLhgWGB4YxwEY0QPSAQc1OTFqMGo0qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.google.com/search?q=freeport+il+non+emergency+police&sca_esv=0f6d49b638c844a3&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS973US973&sxsrf=ACQVn0-tcZAviaj5ExSkwpwFmDB9W5HbGw%3A1706033665673&ei=AQKwZevcKOTe0PEP7ua1yAY&oq=police+non++freeport%2C+il&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiGHBvbGljZSBub24gIGZyZWVwb3J0LCBpbCoCCAAyBhAAGAgYHjILEAAYgAQYigUYhgNIqhdQAFjoC3AAeAGQAQCYAaEBoAGdCaoBAzUuNrgBA8gBAPgBAcICBhAAGAcYHsICCBAAGAgYBxgewgIKEAAYCBgHGB4YCsICCBAAGAUYBxgewgIGEAAYBRgewgICECbiAwQYACBB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#


Vendor promotions
Overview: Participate in the Unique Fair Food Competition

and showcase your best, most creative dish! On July 22nd,

visitors will taste and vote for their favorite. The vendor with

the most votes will be crowned the Unique Fair Food

Champion and awarded free rent at next year's fair along with

a champion banner displayed on their booth throughout the

event. It's a fantastic opportunity to boost visibility, attract

more customers, and earn bragging rights!

Details:  Create a unique offering and send a picture and

description by June 15th for pre-promotions.

Promotion: The winner will be featured on Facebook,

announced throughout the fairgrounds, and have a banner

hung at their booth.

Date/Time: Tuesday, July 22, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.  Ensure your

unique item is available for purchase during this time so

visitors can vote. If the item is not available, you will be

disqualified—don’t disappoint the public!

2023 Winner
Meat Candy
Whisky Hotel BBQ

2024 winner
Deep-Fried

Cheesecake
The Waffle Wagon

Overview: Participate in the Taste of Stephenson County Fair,

an event where visitors can enjoy small “tastings” from as

many food vendors as possible! This program allows fairgoers

to try vendors they might not otherwise visit, giving you a

great opportunity to attract new customers who may return

for full portions and meals later.

Details: Select a menu item that works well as a $1 tasting

portion and submit your item by June 15th to be included in

pre-event promotions.

Promotion: Your participation will be featured in the event

program and on flyers distributed to all visitors Tuesday,

Wednesday, and Thursday. Additional promotion includes

Facebook posts, website features, and announcements during

the event. You'll also receive a poster to display at your

booth, indicating your participation.

Date/Time: The event takes place on Thursday, July 24, from

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Ensure your poster is displayed and you are

set up to serve by 11 a.m.—people will be looking for you!



Vendor Expectations
1. Make use of lots of color for day

2. Make use of lots of lights for night

3. Use Flags

4. Sandwich boards are “ok”, but signage that is 4-5 foot tall gets much better visuals.

5. No utilities are to be seem, think of it as "Backstage" and "Onstage", screen everything that is

backstage.

6. Do not have any handwritten signs, keep it all professional (unless this is a creative use)

7. Have less options on your menu, customers will have decision fatigue and you will lose money from

too much product selection.

8. All tables should be skirted. 

9. Umbrellas are encouraged but HAVE to be closed in the evening.

10. Consider having a front counter. Get out of the truck and interface with the customer directly, either

with an apron and a clipboard or with a skirted table. Separating your business from cooking will

increase sales by 18%. This means taking orders outside of your truck. If you don't do this, you should at

least have two windows. One for orders and one for pick up.

11. Manage your lines with serpentine ropes.

12. Do you have condiments? Consider having a smaller table away from your booth for easy access to

those who forgot to grab the.

13. Advertise your gluten free and sugar free menu, we can help with that.

14. Take advantage of our marketing opportunities. We will provide you two season passes to give away

on your social media as a part of a joint promotion.

Certificate of Liability Requirements
 Your agent must include the following information on the insurance certificate:
Liability Insurance: 
All vendors shall obtain and provide proof of appropriate public liability insurance
acceptable to Stephenson County Fair Association prior to April 1 of the applicable year. 
Stephenson County Fair Association reserves the right to refuse any insurance policy, for
any reason, in Stephenson County Fair Association’s sole discretion. 
A certificate of liability insurance naming the Stephenson County Fair Association as
additional insured with a minimum limit of $1 million, is required. 
If no satisfactory proof of insurance is provided prior to April 1, Stephenson County Fair
Association may at Stephenson County Fair Association’s sole option declare a natural
default in this lease, terminate vendor rights, and pursue any other remedies available
pursuant to a default hereunder.
 
Please upload the proof of insurance in this folder on Event Hub.
You can also provide it via email: info@stephensoncountyfair.org 
Or Mail: Stephenson County Fair 2250 S Walnut Road Freeport, IL 61032
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